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Whatis Verite?

Verite Sport exists to promote a Christian presence in sport, to take the teachings of the Bible and
to apply themto sport. While Verite Sportis afairly new missionary organization, its Executive
Director, Stuart Weir, hasbeeninvolved in sports ministry for over 25 years.

Stuart describes ourworkin Argentina as “incarnational ministry”, explaining: “Lauraisa runner
who has a passion for serving the athleticcommunity in Argentinaand forsharing the love of Jesus
withthem. She doesthis notso much as a ‘traditional missionary’ butas a fellow runner living out
the Great Commission. Athletes know her mainly as someonethey train with or compete against.
By being part of a club, competingand training with athletes, she is part of theirworldina way
that a chaplain or more traditional foreign missionary never could be.”

Stuart and | are in regular communication via Skype and email, including a detailed monthly
update of activities which | send to him and a select group of supporters. | have access to space on
the Verite website which is updated with photos and a bulletin which is sent out every two months
to a widernetwork of supporters. Inaddition, | send outa shorterdocumentto prayer partnersin
Argentinaand Spain.

In orderto strengthen partnerships within Argentina sports ministry, | have recently formalised a
ministry link with non-profit organisation, “Confraternidad Cristiana del Deporte”, whose director,
Julio Bautista, hasbeen servingin Argentinafor 20 years. | saw this as an important step forward
inworkingin unity within the country, ratherthanjust as part of a “foreign project”, and where
we particularly share a commonvisionisinthe desire for churchesto understand sportas a
mission field and how young people can be served and shown Christ’s love in the practice of sport
itself.



Short-term/current projects

We live inasmall town called Cachi, in the far north of
Argentina. Itis a popular stop-off point fortourists and an
extremely popularvenue with athletes training at altitude
for periods of between 3and 6 weeks. We rentout a room
(and there isanotherone nearly finished) for up totwo or
three athletes ata time which, apart from providing us
with a small monthlyincome, is as a great opportunity to
share our lives and faith on a daily basis. We are
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“Mas que Vencedores”, orthe “More than Conquerors” athletics team, began as soon as Fabio
arrived in Cachiand has about ten regularmembers. Ouroverarching desire is to show God’s love
through building relationships built on trust and honesty between athlete and coach, as well as
trainingina way that places emphasis on values (e.g. discipline, effort, self-control, perseverance)
rather than solely onresults, thus avoiding anidentity built on sporting success or failure. We are
concerned by the “whole” athlete and theirwell-being (school, family, pressures, motivation etc.).

As Christians, ourvision is to use this platform as a way of sharing the love of Christ through the
way in which we relate to our athletes not just on the track. We have welcomed the young people
intoour home, holding group meetings to encourage team spiritand share something of God’s
word. We would like to use some of the Alphayouth materialsin orderto explore life’s big
guestions and the claims of Jesus Christ.

We have presented our project to the town council of Cachi and the provincial authorities for
sport, including our desire to form “athletes of integritywho would go on to contribute tothe
well-being of society”, based on Biblical principles. We take great delightin sharingourlivesand
our faithwith the young people and eventually, theirfamilies. Salta’s smallworld of athletics is
grateful to have Fabio on board as a valued and esteemed promoter of the sport, for which he has
beenawarded asmall bursary from the local authorities, although our projectis primarily self-
funded. We continue to look for opportunities to promote what we are doing but we are expected
to coverany expensesincurred as coaches. We considerita priority to travel with our athletes,
especially to majorchampionships. The relationship between coach and athlete can flourish and
there is more time to share words of encouragement, to pray and ministerto the athlete, whois
usually more vulnerable and opento listening to advice, as competition can take them of their



comfortzone! Thisis especially true of the young athletes we are working with currently, with
many travelling forthe firsttime, and we take very seriously ourresponsibility to get alongside

them. We value all supportavailable in orderto enable us toinvestas much time and energy as
we are able to inthe young people and theirspiritual lives.

e As athletes, we wantto make the most of any media opportunities that
come our way, notably Fabio in his home town of Cachi and the provincial
capital of Salta, where he has several contacts with majorradios and
newspapers, and also opportunities that road-racingin particular provides
for me to proclaim God’s goodness and talk about our projectin Cachi.

e “Deportey Biblia, qué tieneque ver?” is a Facebook page where I regularly
publish devotionals in Spanish which apply Biblical principles to the sporting
environment. There has beenasteady growthin followers fromall over
South America, made up of both Christian and “seeking” athletes, pastors, ministry colleaguesand
many of the youngathletesin Cachi.

e | make a conscious efforttoremain in contact with athletesinand around Buenos Aires, and any
otherswhom| meetalongthe way (I am still intouch with several from the Parapanamerican
Gamesin 2011), rememberingimportantraces, keeping up with results and sending messages of
congratulations and encouragement during moments of disappointment.

Medium-term

e BuenosAireswill hostthe 2018 Youth Olympics, which would be the first major multi-sporting
eventsince the "Juegos ODESUR" (like a South American Olympics) held in the capital in 2006; a
potentially very bigand exciting ministry opportunity with the chance toinvolve local churches
and Christian volunteers as well as getting alongside athletes, coaches and officials fromall over
the world.

e Fabioisplansto add to hislevel | IAAF qualifiaction, as well as lookinginto opportunities as a
funded/salaried coach, especiallywith 2018 on the horizon. | also hope toinvestin some coaching
gualifications overthe comingyear.

e | am keepinganeye onany major events chaplaincy opportunities that may come up, notably the
Pan and/or Parapan American Gamesin Toronto 2015. Stuartalso mentioned an annual Christian
coaching conference inthe USA which would be of great interest, which ison ourradar at some

pointoverthe comingyears.
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Long-term

We have one long-term projectin mind, thinkingahead agood ten years or so. Fabio, as a native
of Cachi, is entitled toaplot of land within the district of Cachi. We have been thinking and praying
overthe location, size and whatkind of plot to ask for; those withinthe “urban” areatendto be
smallerand more populated, whereas afew kilometers out of town, there tend to be biggerand
more rural plots on offer. Cachiisan ideal place for retreats, outdooractivities and general rest
and relaxation, thanks to its breathtaking landscape and tranquility.

We decided to make a formal requestfora large plotabout 2km from the town, forwhich we
have the followingideas:

e Construction of a more spacious home which would also have room toaccommodate a
small group of guests;

e An additional livingand diningroom area (separate building) whereas well as sharing
meals with a largernumber of people, there would also be room forindoor activities, such
as conferences, meetings ortalks;

e Smallblock with toiletand shower;

e Space for picnics, with permanenttables, seats and for pitching atent;

e Space for outdooractivities like games, sport and physical activity.

We imagine beingable to offer some kind of sports pastoral activities to our young athletes,
perhaps overthe course of a weekend, with complimentary activities and talks. We would love to
host church retreats, small-group conferences and any other activities organised by the people of
Cachi or elsewhere inthe Salta province (particularly thinking of ourlinks in the city) that fit our
values and principles as Christian coaches and educators. Perhaps by this point we willalsobeina
positionto talk about what it meansto be “whole-life coaches”, sharing our experiences with and
training up othercoaches todo the same.
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